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The relationship between the community and the police is vital in fighting crime. Members of the community serve as an important source of information because nothing happens in their neighborhoods without their notice. Whenever an incident occurs, there is someone who witnesses the incident and can provide information which can lead to a conviction. However, this requires a harmonious relationship between the police and the community. As an officer tasked with the responsibility to develop a plan to increase police-community cooperation, I would focus on the educational programs and social interaction programs because they facilitate communication and interactions between the police and the community members. 

First, education programs provide the police departments with the opportunity to teach the community members on policing strategies and the importance of cooperation between the police and the community. According to Jannetta and Lachman (2011), the available police resources cannot be enough or sufficient to address all the challenges that the communities face. Therefore, engaging members of the public will add on the available resource to supply reliable and timely information to enable the police to curb crime and other security challenges that communities face. According to Jannetta and Lachman (2011), a partnership between the police and the community can help improve public safety by providing the police with the information to enable them to intervene in time to prevent crime. Therefore, the education programs will facilitate the engagement of the police with the community as they teach them the policing strategies that can enable them to report a crime or provide relevant information that can be acted upon immediately.
Secondly, I will focus on the social interaction programs such as regularly organized meetings between the members of the public and law enforcement agencies. This meeting can occur as regular as possible; for instance, monthly or weekly. According to Jannetta and Lachman (2011), police and community cooperation can facilitate the policing process because the police can draw on the assistance, information, and expertise provided from the communities and also the other agencies. The community partnership does not only involve the members of the public alone, but it also involves organizations within the community. This can be private institutions or companies. All of them can provide credible and reliable information which can be used to reduce crime and improve public safety. Police officers need to be accountable and transparent for the public to trust them. For, many years, the police and community relationship has not been harmonious because of the negative perception that the public hold on the law enforcement agencies. 
In conclusion, the police-community partnership does not only help the police or law enforcement agencies to fight crime, but it also enhances public safety. Therefore, it is a mutual benefit situation. The two programs that I would focus on while designing the plan to increase police-community cooperation, as discussed in the essay, include education programs where the police teaches the public on policing systems and social interaction programs where the police often socialize and interact with the members of the community frequently to get idea of what is happening in the community.
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